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Topics	
  
•  Comparing	
  504	
  and	
  IEPs	
  
•  Timelines	
  
•  Common	
  Eligibility	
  Criteria	
  
•  14	
  Eligibility	
  areas	
  
•  Process	
  from	
  suspect	
  disability	
  to	
  services	
  
•  What	
  do	
  I	
  do	
  if	
  …..???	
  



LAWS	
  
•  No	
  Child	
  LeO	
  Behind/Elementary	
  and	
  
Secondary	
  Educa/on	
  Act	
  
•  Americans	
  with	
  Disabili/es	
  Acts/	
  Sec/on	
  504	
  	
  
•  Individuals	
  with	
  Disability	
  Educa/on	
  Act	
  



Connec/on	
  

NCLB	
  

504	
  	
  

IEP	
  



General	
  Purpose	
  

IDEA 	
  	
  
•  Regulate	
  services	
  	
  
•  Accountability	
  for	
  student	
  

growth	
  

504	
  
•  Prevents	
  discrimina/on	
  on	
  

the	
  basis	
  of	
  disability	
  in	
  
employment,	
  programs,	
  
and	
  services	
  	
  



Defini/on	
  of	
  Disability	
  

IDEA	
  
•  14	
  categories	
  of	
  Disabili/es

	
  	
  

504	
  
•  Thousands	
  of	
  possibili/es	
  
•  DSM	
  V	
  
•  Physical	
  or	
  mental	
  

impairment	
  that	
  
“Substan1ally	
  Limits”	
  a	
  
major	
  life	
  ac/vity	
  



Educa/onal	
  	
  
Responsibility	
  

IDEA	
  
•  FAPE	
  
•  Requires	
  wri[en	
  IEP	
  
•  Special	
  educa/on	
  
•  Related	
  Services	
  
•  Accommoda/ons	
  
•  Modifica/ons	
  
•  “Appropriate	
  educa/on”	
  –	
  

provide	
  educa/onal	
  benefit	
  

504	
  
•  FAPE	
  
•  Wri[en	
  Plan	
  
•  Accommoda/ons	
  
•  General	
  educa/on	
  
•  Regula/ons	
  regarding	
  building	
  

and	
  program	
  accessibility	
  
•  “Appropriate	
  educa/on”-­‐	
  

comparable	
  to	
  the	
  educa/on	
  
provided	
  to	
  students	
  who	
  are	
  
not	
  disabled	
  



Funding	
  

IDEA 	
   	
  	
  
•  Federal	
  grants	
  

504	
  
•  No	
  addi/onal	
  funding	
  



Evalua/on	
  

IDEA	
  
•  Requires	
  consent	
  before	
  an	
  

ini/al	
  evalua/on	
  
•  Requires	
  reevalua/on	
  every	
  

3	
  years	
  
•  Provides	
  for	
  Independent	
  

Educa/onal	
  Evalua/on	
  

504	
  
•  Doesn’t	
  require	
  consent;	
  

requires	
  no/ce	
  
•  Periodic	
  reevalua/on	
  
•  Independent	
  Educa/onal	
  

Evalua/ons	
  not	
  men/oned	
  



Safeguards	
  

IDEA	
  
•  Requires	
  no/ce	
  to	
  parents	
  

or	
  guardian	
  with	
  respect	
  to	
  
iden/fica/on,	
  evalua/on,	
  
placement	
  

•  Requires	
  wri[en	
  no/ce	
  
•  Delineated	
  required	
  

components	
  of	
  no/ce	
  
•  Parental	
  par/cipa/on	
  
•  Requires	
  wri[en	
  no/ce	
  

before	
  change	
  in	
  placement	
  

504	
  
•  Requires	
  no/ce	
  to	
  parents	
  

or	
  guardian	
  with	
  respect	
  to	
  
iden/fica/on,	
  evalua/on,	
  
placement	
  

•  Does	
  not	
  require	
  wri[en	
  
no/ce	
  

•  Components	
  not	
  delineated	
  
•  Requires	
  no/ce	
  before	
  

“significant	
  change”	
  



Enforcement	
  

IDEA	
  
•  Office	
  of	
  Special	
  Educa/on	
  

Programs	
  in	
  the	
  
Department	
  of	
  Educa/on	
  

•  Due	
  Process	
  

504	
  
•  Office	
  of	
  Civil	
  Rights	
  in	
  the	
  

Department	
  of	
  Jus/ce	
  
•  Due	
  Process	
  



Timelines	
  

IDEA	
  
•  60	
  school	
  days	
  to	
  evaluate	
  
•  Annual	
  review	
  of	
  IEP	
  
•  Reevalua/on	
  every	
  3	
  years	
  
•  Regula/ons	
  for	
  responding	
  

to:	
  
–  Request	
  to	
  evaluate	
  
–  Presenta/on	
  of	
  a	
  private	
  

report	
  
–  Move	
  in	
  students	
  

504	
  
•  Review	
  plan	
  once	
  a	
  year	
  
•  Periodic	
  reevalua/ons	
  



504	
  Process	
  
•  School	
  evalua/on	
  
•  Medical	
  evalua/on	
  
•  Determina/on	
  of	
  disability	
  
•  Determina/on	
  of	
  impact	
  on	
  major	
  life	
  ac/vity	
  
•  Develop	
  504	
  Plan	
  



IDEA	
  process	
  
•  School	
  evalua/on	
  
•  Determine	
  eligibility	
  
– Disability	
  
– Adverse	
  effects	
  
– Educa/onal	
  needs	
  

•  Develop	
  IEP	
  
	
  
	
  



14	
  Eligibili/es	
  =	
  458	
  
students	
  

•  Au/sm	
  –	
  37	
  students	
  
•  Intellectual	
  Disability	
  –	
  1	
  student	
  
•  Deaf-­‐Blindness	
  
•  Deafness	
  –	
  1	
  student	
  
•  Developmental	
  Delay	
  –	
  89	
  students	
  
•  Emo/onal	
  Disability	
  –	
  29	
  students	
  
•  Hearing	
  Impairment	
  –	
  3	
  students	
  



14	
  Eligibili/es	
  =	
  458	
  
students	
  

•  Mul/ple	
  Disabili/es	
  –	
  3	
  students	
  
•  Orthopedic	
  Impairment	
  –	
  3	
  students	
  
•  Other	
  Health	
  Impairment	
  –	
  80	
  students	
  
•  Specific	
  Learning	
  Disability	
  –	
  135	
  students	
  
•  Speech/Language	
  Impairment	
  –	
  75	
  students	
  
•  Trauma/c	
  Brain	
  Injury	
  –	
  1	
  student	
  
•  Visual	
  Impairment	
  –	
  1	
  student	
  



Au/sm	
  
•  Medical	
  diagnosis	
  
•  School	
  based	
  determina/on	
  
•  AU	
  Special	
  factors	
  



Developmental	
  Disability	
  
•  Ages	
  3-­‐9	
  years	
  
•  Delay	
  in	
  more	
  than	
  one	
  area	
  
– Physical	
  development	
  
– Cogni/ve	
  development	
  
– Communica/on	
  communica/on	
  
– Social	
  or	
  emo/onal	
  development	
  
– Adap/ve	
  development	
  



Emo/onal	
  Disability	
  
•  Meet	
  one	
  of	
  the	
  following	
  
–  Inability	
  to	
  develop	
  or	
  maintain	
  sa/sfactory	
  
rela/onships	
  

–  Inability	
  to	
  learn	
  that	
  can’t	
  be	
  explained	
  by	
  
intellectual,	
  sensory,	
  or	
  health	
  factors	
  

–  Inappropriate	
  behavior	
  feelings	
  
– General	
  pervasive	
  mood	
  of	
  unhappiness	
  or	
  
depression	
  

– Tendency	
  to	
  develop	
  physical	
  symptoms	
  or	
  fears	
  



Emo/onal	
  Disability	
  
•  All	
  must	
  apply	
  
– Adverse	
  effect	
  on	
  educa/onal	
  performance	
  
– Exhibited	
  frequently,	
  with	
  intensity,	
  and	
  severity	
  
– Occurs	
  in	
  more	
  than	
  one	
  selng	
  
– Occurs	
  over	
  an	
  extended	
  period	
  of	
  /me	
  



Intellectual	
  Disability	
  
•  Delay	
  in	
  3	
  areas	
  
– Cogni/ve	
  ability	
  
– Academic	
  Skills	
  
– Adap/ve	
  Behaviors	
  
	
  



Mul/ple	
  Disability	
  
•  Two	
  or	
  more	
  disabili/es	
  
•  Cogni/ve	
  disability	
  



Other	
  Health	
  Impairment	
  
•  Medical	
  documenta/on	
  
•  Educa/onal	
  assessment	
  for	
  ADHD	
  
•  Limited	
  strength,	
  vitality,	
  or	
  alertness	
  



Speech/Language	
  
Impairment	
  

•  Ar/cula/on	
  
•  Expressive	
  Language	
  Delay	
  
•  Recep/ve	
  Language	
  Delay	
  
•  Pragma/cs	
  
•  Voice	
  
•  Fluency	
  



Specific	
  Learning	
  Disability	
  
•  Rule	
  out:	
  
– Lack	
  of	
  instruc/on	
  
– Other	
  disabili/es	
  (Hearing,	
  vision,	
  motor,	
  
cogni/ve,	
  emo/onal)	
  



Specific	
  Learning	
  Disability	
  
•  Rule	
  in	
  
– Progressing	
  at	
  a	
  significantly	
  slower	
  rate	
  
– Significantly	
  below	
  performance	
  of	
  peers	
  
– Needs	
  significantly	
  different	
  than	
  peers	
  
	
  
	
  
Not	
  using	
  discrepancy	
  model.	
  	
  



Areas	
  of	
  Learning	
  Disability	
  
•  Reading	
  fluency	
  
•  Basic	
  Reading	
  
•  Reading	
  Comprehension	
  
•  Mathema/cal	
  calcula/ons	
  
•  Mathema/cal	
  problem	
  solving	
  
•  Wri[en	
  expression	
  
(Listening	
  comprehension/Oral	
  	
  
Expression)	
  



Comparison	
  

IDEA	
  
•  School	
  districts	
  in	
  Illinois	
  are	
  

required	
  to	
  use	
  a	
  process	
  that	
  
determines	
  how	
  a	
  student	
  
responds	
  to	
  scien1fic,	
  research-­‐
based	
  interven1ons	
  (RtI)	
  when	
  
determining	
  eligibility	
  special	
  
educa/on	
  services	
  under	
  the	
  
category	
  of	
  specific	
  learning	
  
disability	
  (SLD).	
  	
  

•  Eligibility	
  Considera/ons:	
  
1.)	
  Significant	
  Discrepancy	
  
2.)	
  Insufficient	
  Progress	
  
3.)	
  Student	
  Needs	
  exceed	
  that	
  which	
  can	
  
be	
  provided	
  in	
  General	
  Educa/on	
  

DSM	
  V	
  
1.)	
  Persistent	
  difficulty	
  learning	
  	
  
for	
  at	
  least	
  6	
  months	
  despite	
  interven/ons	
  
	
  
2.)	
  Substan/ally	
  below	
  age	
  level	
  (at	
  least	
  1.5	
  
Standard	
  Devia/ons	
  below)	
  
	
  	
  
3.)	
  Learning	
  Difficul/es	
  apparent	
  in	
  early	
  years	
  
	
  
4.)	
  Learning	
  difficul/es	
  occur	
  in	
  the	
  absence	
  of	
  
other	
  disabili/es/disorders	
  
	
  
5)	
  May	
  look	
  at	
  a	
  discrepancy	
  
	
  
6)	
  Dyslexia,	
  dysgraphia,	
  dyscalculia	
  
	
  
7)	
  Current	
  Severity	
  must	
  be	
  specified	
  (Mild,	
  
Moderate,	
  Severe)	
  



Process	
  
•  Suspect	
  disability	
  
– School	
  team	
  
– Parents	
  

•  Determina/on	
  to	
  evaluate	
  
•  Domain	
  Areas	
  
– Academic	
  Achievement	
  -­‐-­‐	
  Func/onal	
  Performance	
  
– Cogni/ve	
  Func/oning	
  –Communica/on	
  Status	
  
– Health	
  –	
  Hearing/Vision	
  –Motor	
  Abili/es	
  
– Social/Emo/onal	
  

	
  



Process	
  	
  
•  Evalua/on	
  by	
  Mul/disciplinary	
  Team	
  
•  Mee/ng	
  to	
  determine	
  eligibility	
  
•  Parental	
  consent	
  for	
  student	
  to	
  receive	
  special	
  
educa/on	
  services	
  

•  Propose	
  IEP	
  



IEP	
  Parent	
  Par/cipa/on	
  

•  Parent	
  input	
  –	
  concerns/requests	
  
•  Evalua/on	
  reports	
  
•  DraO	
  goals	
  



Related	
  Services	
  
•  Speech	
  
•  Social	
  Work	
  
•  Occupa/onal	
  Therapy	
  
•  Physical	
  Therapy	
  
•  Adap/ve	
  Physical	
  Educa/on	
  
•  Orienta/on	
  and	
  Mobility	
  
	
  



School	
  compared	
  	
  
Medical	
  

School	
  Services	
  
•  Focus	
  on	
  interven/on	
  to	
  

improve	
  student’s	
  ability	
  to	
  
learn	
  and	
  func/on	
  in	
  a	
  
school	
  environment	
  

•  Access	
  to	
  general	
  educa/on	
  
•  Related	
  to	
  skills	
  needed	
  for	
  

school	
  

Private	
  Therapy	
  
•  Focus	
  on	
  treatment	
  to	
  

alleviate	
  or	
  cure	
  underlying	
  
medical	
  pathologies	
  

•  Emphasis	
  on	
  medical	
  
terminology	
  



What	
  if	
  ???	
  

•  My	
  Child	
  doesn’t	
  have	
  a	
  diagnosis	
  but	
  I	
  think	
  
they	
  need	
  help??	
  

•  What	
  if	
  I	
  want	
  a	
  specific	
  goal??	
  
•  What	
  if	
  my	
  child	
  doesn’t	
  qualify??	
  
	
  



What	
  if	
  …..	
  
•  Communica/on	
  is	
  key	
  
– Approach	
  the	
  service	
  provider	
  
– Case	
  manager	
  
– Special	
  Educa/on	
  Coordinator	
  
– Building	
  Administrator	
  
– Assistant	
  Director	
  of	
  Student	
  Services	
  
– Assistant	
  Superintendent	
  of	
  Student	
  Services	
  



Ques/ons?	
  
•  Final	
  Thoughts?	
  
•  Ques/ons?	
  
•  Follow	
  up?	
  


